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OBSERVATIONS ON THE LIFE AND CHARAC- 
TER OF JESUS CHRIST, 


Ag 7 
THE BENEVOLENCE OF OUR SAVIOUR. 


MUTUAL love was enjoined in the law of Moses, and is enforced 
by new motives in thegospel. There can be no sincere piety with- 
out benevolence. They who love God, regard the welfare of his 
creatures, and they who take delight in his character, take delight 
in goodness. It is the object of the doctrines, precepts, and features 
of the gospel, to correct the selfishness of human nature, and to bring 
us under the influence of unfeigned benevolence. “This is my 
commandment,” saith Christ, “that ye love one another, even as I 
have loved you.” How hath Christ loved us? With an ardent, a 
generous, an impartial, an unchangeable love. He hath set us an 
example of that sympathy, which enters into the pleasures and pains 
of all beings capable of enjoyment and suffering; of that good will 
which engages us to os the welfare of others to the utmost 
of our power. 

It has been justly observed, that “ our Lord was a pattern both of 
the contemplative and showseus how to mix these to the 
greatest advantage, fi example teaches us that we can- 
not serve God better t good tomen.” His benevolence 
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aa LIFE AND CHARACTER 


was wonderful and unexampled. Though he was rich, yet for our 
sakes he became poor, and was a partaker of human infirmities, sin 
only excepted. During his abode on earth, we have constantly oc- 
casion to admire his assiduous and laborious beneficence, his gentle, 
benign, and affectionate disposition and conduct. The severity of 
the Baptist’s appearance, of his manner of life and address, was wise- 
ly intended to raise the attention of the Jews, and to remind them of 
their ancient prophets; particularly of Elijah, the next in eminence 
to their great law-giver Moses. And this rigour of character served 
as a shade to place our Lord’s amiable qualities in a stronger Tight. 
There is a true simplicity and force in St. Peter’s description of Je- 
sus, that he “ went about doing good.” He was always dispensing 
godd to the bodies, and particularly to the souls of men. And he is 
with equal justness and sublimity represented by the prophet Mala- 
chi, as “ the Sun of Righteousness, with healing in his wings.” The 
evils of pain and disease, of ignorance and vice, fled before him, as 
the sun dispels darkness. 

But let us illustrate this part of our Lord’s charaeter by facts re- 
corded in the gospels. 

St. Matthew repeatedly asserts of Jesus, that he healed “ all man- 
ner of disease, and all manner of sickness among the people : and the 
disorders which, in the opinion of the Jews, were most afflictive and 
dreadful, seem to have been the special objects of his miraculous 
power. In general, the miracles of Christ had a beneficial tendency, 
and were acts of goodness as well as power. 

Those whom he raised from the dead were, the enly son of a 
widow, the only daughter of Jairus, and Lazarus the friend of his 
immediate and constant followers. There are some secondary cir- 
cumstances in his benevolent miracles which well deserve our notice. 
. When a blind man was brought to him at Bethsaida, he did not dele- 
gete the humane office to one of his disciples, but himself took 
him by the hand, and led him out of the city.-‘ When he healed a 
demoniac, an only son, he tifted him from the ground where he lay as 
dead, and restored him to his father. . And, with the same unspeaka- 
ble benignity, he not only raised the widow of ‘Nain’s son, but himself 
delivered him into her hands. 
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OF JESUS CHRIST. 115 


The love of mankind in Jesus always prevailed over the love of 
fame, and of ease and pleasure. Such was his attention to those who 
most wanted instruction and reformation, that his enemies inviu.ous- 
ly characterized him as the “ friend of publicans and sinners.” His 
address to the Jews, burdened with the grievous yoke of the law, aud 
to them and others, feeling the weight of sin and guilt, was truly af- 
fectionate, “ Come unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.” 

It is often recorded of him that he sat at meat with Pharisees, 
though perhaps at the very time his conduct was watched by them 
with a jealous.enmity: and, no doubt, he was at all times intent on 
softening and subduing the prejudices of that haughty and worldly 
sect. 

His benevolence appeared continually in the form of mercy, or 
kindness to the undeserving. He showed great benignity to a woman 
who had been a sinner, by not disdainfully spurning her from him 
like a proud Pharisee; but by permitting her to anoint his feet, by 
commending her faith, and by reassuring her of forgiveness. 

The benevolence of our Lord was exercised without regard to na- 
tional or party distinctions. He performed three miracles on Gen- 
tiles; and often foretold, both in direct terms and in parables, their 
admission into his church and into his kingdom of glory. 

The Samaritans were a people against whom the Jews entertained 
the strongest prejudices, and the sharpest religious enmity. But our 
Lord’s mind was so far from being tinctured with hatred towards 
them, that he showed them the greatest humanity. At the well of 
Jacob he instructed a woman of Samaria, and unreservedly declared 
to her his Messiahship: he spake of the Samaritans as a part of his 
spiritual harvest ; at their request he remained in their city two days ; 
and during that interval gave them ample reason to conclude from 
his divine instructions that he was the Saviour of the world. 

When he related the beantiful parable of the wounded Jewish 
traveller, a Samaritan was represented as softening and binding up 
his wounds,’ and taking the most tender care of him; and was ac- 
cordingly proposed as a perfect example of compassion and benefi- 
cence to his hearers, and to his disciples in all ages. 








116 THE .TEMPLE OF SOLOMON. 


When the Samaritans refused to receive him and his apostles, be- 
cause they were journeying to Jerusalem, and James and John, full 
of natural animosity towards them, asked permission to consume them 
by fire from heaven, our Lord reproved their intemperate zeal in 
these instructive words, “ Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are 
of: forthe Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save 


them.” 
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THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON. 
(Continued from page 103.) 


Bur what is yon blue curtain so richly embroidered, and wrought 
with flowers, cherubims and jewels? It is the vail which hangs be- 
fore the two leaved door of olive-tree that enters the holy of holies. 
This is a room of twenty-cubits every way, overlaid with pure gold; 
but formed without the least aperture for admitting natural light, 
that perpetual darkness might here reside. On each side of this 
chamber, close to the wall, stand two cherubs, made of olive-tree, co- 
vered with gold, each having wings extended to embrace each other. 
Between these rests the sacred ark of the covenant which contained 
the two tables of the law, which Moses put there at Horeb, when 
God made a covenant with the children of Israel. 

Thus, by the assistance of holy history, having reviewed this state- 
ly building of the King of Israel, may we not pronounce it to be the 
most venerable piece of ancient architecture! But why this im- 
mense expense, and amazing profusion of gold, silver, and jewels? 
For what extraordinary purpese was this sumptuous edifice erected ? 
This inquiry, will be answered in the sequel. 

I. It wasto be the habitation of the Holy One of Israel. Though 
immensity be an attribute of the Deity, he can vouchsafe his sensi- 
ble Presence, and unvail his ineffable Brightness in the smallest point. 
It is enough that Jehovah said, “ He hath chosen Zion, and desired 
it for his habitation. This is my rest for ever: here will I dwell : 
Sor I have desired it.” 
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THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON. 117 


The solemn manner in which the Majesty of heaven entered this 
earthly habitation, is one of the most interesting occurrences record- 
ed in history. Solomon having assembled the elders of Israel, and 
all the heads of the tribes, he brought up the ark of the covenant 
out of the city of David; and the priests, sanctified for the purpose, 
conveyed it into the oracle, and placed it beneath the wings of the 
cherubims. Instantly one hundred and twenty priests sounded their 
trumpets, accompanied with musicians arrayed in white linen, hav- 
ing cymbals, psalteries, and harps; the levitical singers uniting their 
voice, saying, “ Praise ye the Lord, he is good, for his mercy 
endureth for ever.” ‘Then the house was filled with a cloud, and the 
glory of the Lord appeared with such brightness, that the ministers of 
the sanctuary were unable to pursue their sacred office. 

After this, Solomon, in his royal robes, ascended a brazen scaffold, 
which he had erected in the midst of the court; and kneeling down 
in the presence of the thousands of Israel, he spread forth his hands 
to heaven and said, “ O Lord God of Israel, there is no God like 
thee in the heaven, nor in the earth; which keepeth covenant, and 
showeth mercy unto thy servants, that walk before thee with all 
their hearts. Will God in very deed dwell with men on earth? Be- 
hold! heaven, and the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how 
much less this house which I have built! Now, my God, let, I 
beseech thee, thine eyes be open, and let thine ears be attent unto the 
prayer that is made in this place. Arise, therefore, O Lord God, 
into thy resting-place, thou and the ark of thy strength; let thy 
priests be clothed with salvation, and lei thy saints rejoice in good- 
ness.” When Solomon had finished his supplication, fire came down 
from heaven, and consumed the burnt-offerings and the sacrifices 
which he had prepared; and the glory of the Lord filled the house. 
And when all Israel beheld this august display of Jehovah, they 
bowed themselves with their faces to the ground upon the pavement, 
and worshipped, and praised the Lord, saying, “‘ He is good, his 
mercy endureth for ever!” 

Thus the Most High God took up his dwelling in the temple of 
Solomon, and caused his glory to rest over the mercy-seat, and be- 
tween the cherubims of glory. To this hallowed dome the tribes of 
Israel repaired thrice a year; and so long as they observed the sta- 











118 ON SLEEPING IN THE 


tutes of the Lord, they found him a sure refuge, and ready to bestow 
upon them the blessings of his goodness. But this people kept not 
the covenant of their God, therefore he gave them into the hand of 
their enemies, who laid this stately temple in ruins, and not a vestige 
thereof remains. 

By this desolating event was the purpose of the Almighty defeat- 
ed? Had the Most High God no design in raising this temple that 
could survive its ruins? He had; for, 

II. The temple of Solomon was an expressive emblem of that hu- 
mun body which, in the fulness of time, was prepared for the Mes- 
siah. No sooner did Jesus drive the buyers and sellers from the 
temple, than the Jews requested of him a sign for his authority. 
“Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up. But he spake of the temple of 
his body.” 


(To be continued.) , 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR, 
NEW-YORK, AUG. 3, 1812, 


Mr. Eprtor. 

Tue following anecdotes on a practice (sleeping and inattention 

in the house of God,) which calls aloud for animadversion, I hope 
will not be useless, if published in your Monitor. 

Upon this subject I cannot help transcribing what has been written 
by an eminent author. “ Constant sleepers,” says he, “ are public 
nuisances, and deserve to be whipped out of a religious assembly, to 
wich they are a constant disgrace. ‘There are some who have re- 
gularly attended a place of worship for several years, twice or thrice 
a day, and yet have not heard one whole sermon in all the time. 
These dreamers are a constant distress to the preachers. In regard 
to their health, would any but a stupid man choose such a place to 
sleepin? In respect to their character, what can be said for him, 














HOUSE OF GOD. 119 


who, in his sleep, makes mouths and wry faces, and exhibits 
strange postures; and sometimes snorts, starts, and talks in his sleep? 
Where is his prudence, when he gives such occasion to malicious 
persons to suspect him of gluttony, drunkenness, laziness, and other 
usual causes. of sleeping in the day time? Where is his breeding ? 
He ought to respect the company: what an offensive rudeness, to sit 
down and sleep before them! Above all, where is his piety, and 
fear of God? 

“ Where is your respect for your minister ?” says another. “ For 
six days he labours, and on the seventh, he brings into the pulpit 
what he has in secret prepared. Unhappy man! Thy hearers tell 
thee to thy face that thy week’s labours are not worthy their atten- 
tion for an hour. Oh! how often has it been, that, when the faith- 
ful, zealous man of God, has had his heart warm with his subject, and 
has fondly thought each attendant’s feelings were in unison with his 
own, that by your indecent yawning, your filthy snering, or your re- 
peated nodding before his eyes, his pleasure has yielded to surprise, 
his surprise to grief, and his grief to discouragement, until he has 
not possessed sufficient fortitude to close the sentence he had begun ; 
and a season which promised universal delight, becomes, through 
your indolence, tormenting to the preacher, and uuprofitable to ats 
tentive hearers. 

As a Mr. Nicoll, of Exeter, was once preaching, he saw several of 
the aldermen asleep, and thereupon sat down. Upon his silence, and 
the noise that presently arose in the church, they awoke and stood 
up with the rest; upon which he also arose, and said, “ The sermon 
is not yet done; but now you are awake, I hope you will pay more 
attention to it,” and went on. 

Dr. South, one of the chaplains of Charles the Second, preaching 
on a certain day before the court, which was composed of the most 
profligate and dissipated men in the nation, perceived, in the middle 
of his discourse, that sleep’had gradually teken possession of his 
hearers. The Doctor immediately stopped short, and changing his 
tone of voice, called out to Lord Lauderdale three times. His lord- 
ship standing up, “ My lord,” says South, with great composure, “ I 
am sorry to interrupt your repose, but I must beg of you that you 
will not snore quite so loud, lest you awaken his majesty.” 
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tutes of the Lord, they found him a sure refuge, and ready to bestow 
upon. them the blessings of his goodness. But this people kept not 
the covenant of their God, therefore he gave them into the hand of 
their enemies, who laid this stately temple in ruins, and not a vestige 
thereof remains. 

By this desolating event was the purpose of the Almighty defeat- 
ed? Had the Most High God no design in raising this temple that 
could survive its ruins? He had; for, 

II. The temple of Solomon was an expressive emblem of that hu- 
man body which, in the fulness of time, was prepared for the Mes- 
siah, No sooner did Jesus drive the buyers and sellers from the 
temple, than the Jews requested of him a sign for his authority. 
“ Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up. But he spake of the temple of 
his body.” 


(To be continued.) ° 
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which they are a constant disgrace. ‘There are some who have re- 
gularly attended a place of worship for several years, twice or thrice 
a day, and yet have not heard one whole sermon in all the time. 
These dreamers are a constant distress to the preachers. In regard 
to their health, would any but a stupid man choose such a place to 
sleepin? In respect to their character, what can be said for him, 
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who, io his sleep, makes mouths and wry faces, and exhibits 
strange postures; and sometimes snorts, starts, and talks in his sleep? 
Where is his prudence, when he gives such occasion to malicious 
persons to suspect him of gluttony, drunkenness, laziness, and other 
usual causes of sleeping in the day time? Where is his breeding ? 
He ought to respect the company: what an offensive rudeness, to sit 
down and sleep before them! Above all, where is his piety, and 
fear of God? 

“ Where is your respect for your minister?” says another. “ For 
six days he labours, and on the seventh, he brings into the pulpit 
what he has in secret prepared. Unhappy man! Thy hearers tell 
thee to thy face that thy week’s labours are not worthy their atten- 
tion for an hour. Oh! how often has it been, that, when the faith- 
ful, zealous man of God, has had his heart warm with his subject, and 
has fondly thought each attendant’s feelings were in unison with his 
own, that by your indecent yawning, your filthy snoring, or your re- 
peated nodding before his eyes, his pleasure has yielded to surprise, 
his surprise to grief, and his grief to discouragement, until he has 
not possessed sufficient fortitude to close the sentence he had begun ; 
and a season which promised universal delight, becomes, through 
your indolence, tormenting to the preacher, and unprofitable to at» 
tentive hearers. 

As a Mr. Nicoll, of Exeter, was once preaching, he saw several of 
the aldermen asleep, and thereupon sat down. Upon his silence, and 
the noise that presently arose in the church, they awoke and stood 
up with the rest; upon which he also arose, and said, “ The sermon 
is not yet done; but now you are awake, I hope you will pay more 
attention to it,” and went on. 

Dr. South, one of the chaplains of Charles the Second, preaching 
on a certain day before the court, which was composed of the most 
profligate and dissipated men in the nation, perceived, in the middle 
of his discourse, that sleep had gradually taken possession of his 
hearers. The Doctor immediately stopped short, and changing his 
tone of voice, called out to Lord Lauderdale three times. His lord- 
ship standing up, “ My lord,” says South, with great composure, « I 
am sorry to interrupt your repose, but I must beg of you that you 
will not snore quite so loud, lest you awaken his majesty.” 








120 ADVICE TO PARENTS. 


Bishop Massillon, in the first sermon he ever preached, found the 
whole audience, upon his getting into the pulpit, in a disposition no 
way favourable to his intentions. Their nods, whispers, or drowsy 
behaviour, showed him that there was no great profit to be expected 
from his sowing in a soil so improper. However, he soon changed 
the disposition of his hearers by his manner of beginning. “ If,” 
said he, “a cause the most important that could be conceived were 
to be tried at the bar before qualified Judges; if this cause interest- 
ed ourselves in particular; if the eyes of the whole kingdom were 
fixed upon the event; if the most eminent counsel were employed on 
both sides; and if we had heard from our infancy of this yet unde- 
termined trial; would you not all sit with due attention and warm 
expectation to the pleadings on each side? Would not all your 
hopes and fears be hinged on the final decision? And yet, let me 
tell you, you have this moment a cause, where not one nation, but all 
the world are spectators: tried, not before a fallible tribunal, but 
the awful throne of heaven; where not your temporal and transitory 
interests are the subject of debate, but your eternal happiness or 
misery; where the cause is still undetermined, but perhaps the very 
moment I am speaking may fix the irrecoverable decree that shall 
last for ever; and yet, notwithstanding all this, you can hardly sit 
with patience to hear the tidings of your own salvation. I plead the 
cause of heaven, and yet I am scarcely attended to.” 

What an admirable address! O ye sleepy hearers, read it, and 
reform. 


Should these prove acceptable, I will endeavour to send you a 
sheet weekly, on various jnteresting subjects. 
Yours respectfully, 
CENSOR. 


FRIENDLY ADVICE TO PARENTS. 


Tue word parent is of solemn import; and the reason is, there is 
# sacred trust implicd in it, To be a parent, is to be a guardian ef 
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more souls thanone. All the children which God hath given to pa- 
rents, he hath put under their care, to devote them to himself; “To 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord;” and thus’ 
to train them up for heaven. 

At present, you are busy in providing for their bodies. You de 
not deny the necessity of religion; but worldly cares engross your at- 
tention now; and you have some hope that it will not always be sot 
When this thing is done, and that scheme is completed, you intend to 
be more diligent in affairs of a higher nature. 

But, suppose death should step in between you and your good in- 
tentions! How then are your most important duties to be perform- 
ed? And what then is to become of your children’s souls? It is 
your acknowledged duty to provide moderately for their temporal 
subsistence ; but if you do no more than this, you do no more than is 
done by the beasts of the earth, and the birds of the air; for they 
provide meat for their offspring in the best manner they are able. 

Suppose you provide largely for your children; suppose that you 
leave them wealthy; yet, if you leave them not the blessing of God, 
what will wealth avail? Wealth with a curse, is worse, far worse, 
than death; and it would be much more happy to see your children 
in their graves before you, if you had reason to hope they died in 
the Lord. 

I beseech you, therefore, now to think seriously on these things ; 
you know not how soon God may call you into eternity. Let not 
the present time be lost. Acquaint’ your children with the bible. 
Pray with them in your families; pray for them in your closets. 
Set them a wniversally good example. Neither speak nor do any 
thing unbecoming the characters of Christians. Let them see that 
you love Christ ; that you fear to offend your heavenly Father; that 
you delight in spirituality, and that you draw your sweetest conso- 
lations from religion. So instruct and so walk before your children, 
that you may die in peace, and leave them with comfort, if 


God should unexpectedly cut you down by death in the very midst 
of life. 
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122 _ PETITION, &c. 


The petition of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of 
the United States of America, to the honourable the Senate and 
house of Representatives of the United States, in Congress assem- 
bled, 


Homsiy Suowertn, 


Tuat your petitioners view with deep regret, the infractions of 
the Lord’s day, occasioned by the opening of the mail on that day, 
and the circumstances accompanying such opening. 

A variety of considcrations, temporal and spiritual, combine in 
the judgment of your petitioners, to produce this regret. 

The institution of the Sabbath by the Creator and Ruler of the 
world, whilst it clearly proves his benevolent regard for mev, im- 
poses upon them the reasonable obligation of devoting this day to 
his service, He makes it their duty to rest from the toils and la- 
bours of six days, and requires from them that they should statedly 
assemble together for his worship on the seventh. 

Both these objects contemplated by the institution of the Sabbath, 
the opening of the mail on that day, and the circumstances accompa- 
ny.ing it, do contravene and oppose. They who carry the mail, and 
they who open it, together with those to whom letters or papers are 
delivered, under the sanction of civil law, neglect the public worship 
of God in part or whole. Besides this, the noise and confusion at- 
tending the carrying and opening of the mail in post towns, too fre- 
quently, in a most painful manner, disturb the devotion of those 
who prefer their spiritual to their temporal interests. Moreover, 
the carrying of the mail encourages persons to hire out their car. 
riagcs on the Lord’s day, to those who have no fear of God before 
tueir eyes, thus adding to the open violation of the day. And to 
say no more, the brute creatures are made to work on this day over 

aad above the six days; and thus are deprived of the rest to which 
they are entitled by the authority of God, whilst they are forced to 
administer to the cupidity of those who forget the truth, “ that the 
righteous man is merciful to his beast.” 

Your petitioners are the more deeply impressed with the impor- 
tance of observirg the Sabbath, on accouni of the influence which 
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such observance has in promoting true morality and social happi- 
ness. 

On this day, all classes of men assemble together in the presence 
of God, on terms of perfect equality: for, in his presence, the ruler 
is not more important than the ruled; since both meet as sinners, 
needing the exercise of sovereign and free mercy. 

On this day, they are taught from the scriptures, the only source 
of truth, their duty, their interest, and their happiness. 

On this day, they unite, according to the direction of God, in 
prayers for all men; for magistrates as well as subjects—for the na- 
tion as well as individuals—for every description of persons. 

On this day, they manifest the gratitude which they owe to God 
for benefits received; thanking him for his mercies, and supplicating 
his grace. 

The effects arising from the duties in which they engage, the in- 
struction which they receive, and their assembling together before 
God, are all calculated to produce such a state of heart, and such a 
line of conduct, as directly promotes individual and social happi- 
ness. 

Your petitioners are aware of the plea, which is used to justify 
the infractions of the Sabbath, of which they complain. Works of 
necessity, such as arise out of extraordinary circumstances, or such 
as are unavoidable for the support and comfort of life, together with 
works of charity, are admitted to be lawful: for God delighteth in 
mercy rather than sacrifice. But your petitioners cannot conceive 
that the ordinary occupations of life, in ordinary times, or the exer- 
cise of charity, require such infractions of the Sabbath, as are occa- 
sioned by the carrying or opening of the mail on that day. For 
the cases of sickness, (to take one of the strongest and most plausi- 
ble facts included in the plea of necessity,) which are comnmnicated 
by the mail, are too few, and happen at intervals too long, to justify 
the habitual breach of the Sabbath. As to the ordinary business of 
life, any prospect of gain, or fear of loss, cannot be admitted as | - 
gitimate causes for disobeying the command of God, to keep the 
Sabbath holy. No one ever yet has suffered, or will suffer, in obey- 
ing God, rather than his cupidity, his ambition, or his lusts, 
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Your petitioners, moreover, feel themselves constrained, in their 
office as rulers in the church, to exercise the discipline of that church 
against those of their members who break the Sabbath, in carrying 
or opening the mail on that day. In doing this, they are not con- 
scious of any disrespect to the civil authority of the land. They 
wish to render unto Cesar the things which are Cesar’s; but must, 
at every hazard, render unto God the things which are God’s. In 
thus honouring God more than men, they trust that their motives 
will be respected, and their conduct approved. 

Your petitioners are the more deeply impressed with the impor- 
tance of a strict observance of the Sabbath, and the necessity of an 
alteration in the existing regulations of the post-office, as far as they 
relate to the Sabbath, from the prospect of a war. As they firmly 
believe in the special providence of God, and that this providence 
is exercised according to those principles of truth revealed in the 
scriptures, they fear, and have just reason to fear, that the infrac- 
tions of the Sabbath allowed by civil law, will draw down upon our 
nation the divine displeasure. God honours those who honour him, 
and casts down them who forget him. Obedience to his will adds 
dignity to rulers, and enforces subjection in those who are ruled. 

From all these cousiderations, which have been given in detail, 
your petitioners pray for such an alteration in the law relative to the 
mails, as will prevent the profanation of the Sabbath which now takes 
place in carrying and opening the mail. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 


ne ee 


HINT TO MODERN PREACHERS. 


Wuen Archbishop Leighton was asked why he did not preach on 
the political sentiments of the times, as all the rest of his brethren did ? 
he answered, “ That if all the rest of the brethren preached on time, 
then surely one poor brother might preach on eternity.” 
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A Letter from Marcus Avretius Antonius, Emperor, to the Se- 

_ nate and People of Rome: containing an Account of that re- 
markable deliverance wrought for the Army in Germany, in an- 
swer to the Prayer of the Soldiers who were Christians in his ar- 
my, in the Year of our Lord 175. 


Marcus Aurgnius ANTon1Ivs, Emprrorn—To THE SENATE AND 
Pzorte oF Rome. 

I Give you to understand what I intend to do, as also what sue- 
cess I have had in my wars in Germany; and with how much diffi- 
culty I have obtained forage and provision for my army: being com-- 
passed with seventy and four fierce dragons, whom my scouts descri- 
ed to be within nine miles of us, and Pompeianus our lieutenant hath 
viewed, as he signified unto us by his letters; wherefore I thought I 
should be overrun by so great a multitude, both my vanguard, main 
body, and rear, with all my soldiers of Ephrata, in whose host there 
were numbered of fighting men nine hundred and seventy-five 
thousand. But when I saw myself not able to encounter with the 
enemy, I craved aid of our country gods; but finding no comfort at 
their hands, and being driven by the enemy to an exigency, I caused 
to be sent for those men which we call Christians, who, being mus- 
tered, were found a good indifferent number, with whom I was in 
further rage than I had good cause, as afterwards I had experience. 
by their marvellous power, who forthwith did their endeavour, but 
without either weapon, ammunition, armour, or trumpets, as men not 
trusting to such preparation,and furniture, but only satisfied by 
trusting their God, whom they carry about with them in their con- 
sciences. It is therefore to be credited, although we call them wick- 
ed men, that they worship God in their hearts. For they, falling 
prostrate upon the ground, prayed not only for me, but for the host 
also which was with me, beseeching their God for help in our ex- 
treme want of victuals and fresh water; for we had been near five 
days without water, and in our enemy’s land, even in the midst of 
Germany: but these Christians, thus falling upon their faces, made 
their prayer to a God unknown of me; and there fell amongst us 
from heaven, a most pleasant and. refreshing shower, but amongst 
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' our enemies a great storm of hail, mixed with lightning; so that im- 
mediately we perceived the invincible aid of the Most Mighty God 
to be with us: therefore we give those men leave to profess Chris- 
‘tianity, lest perhaps by their prayer we be punished with the like 
judgment, and thereby make myself the author of such hurt as shall 
be received by the Christian profession; and if any shall apprehend a 
Christian, by profession ; and if any shall apprehend a Christian, only 
for that cause, I will that he, being apprehended, without punish- 
ment, may have leave to eonfess the same, if there be nothing ob- 
jected against him but being a Christian, but let his accuser be burnt 
alive. Neither will I, that he confessing, and being found a Chris- 
tian, shall be forced to alter the same opinion by the governor of our 
provinces, but that he be left to his own choice; and this decree of 
mine I will be ratified in the senate house, and command the same 
publicly to be proclaimed by the diligence of Veratius, Governor of 
our city Polione. And further, we give leave to all men, to use and 
write out this our decree, taking the same out of our copy publicly 
set forth in the common hall. 


a + 
MAHOMEDISM AND CHRISTIANITY CONTRASTED. 


Tue following passage displays, in a contrasted view, the genius 
of the Mahomedan and Christian religions. It is extracted from 
Bishop Sherlock’s Sermons, vol. i. disc. ix. and is, in our opinion, as 
truly elegant and sublime as any thing we remember to have seen 
from the pen of any uninspired man. The text is, John xx. 30, 31. 
and the preacher is comparing together Christ and Mahomet. 


“ Go, (says he) to your natural religion: lay before her Maho- 
met and. his disciples arrayed in armour and in blood, riding in tri- 
umph over the spoils of thousands and tens of thousands, who fell by 
his victorious sword: show her the cities which he set in flames, the 
countries which he ravaged and destroyed, and the miserable distress 
of the inhabitants of the earth. When she has viewed him in this 
scene, carry her into his retirements: show her the prophet’s cham- 
ber, his concubines and wives; let her see his adultery, and hear 
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him allege revelation and his divine commission to justify his. lust 
and his oppression. When she is tired with this prospect, then show 
her the blessed Jesus, humble and meek, doing good to all the sons 
of men, patiently instructing both the ignorant and peryerse. Let 
her see him in his most retired privacies: let her follow him to the 
Mount, and hear his devotions and supplications to God. Carry 
her to his table to view his poor fare and hear his heavenly discourse. 
Let her see him injured, but not provoked: let her attend him to 
the tribunal, and consider the patience with which he endured the 


scoffs and reproaches of his enemies. Lead her to his cross; and - 


let her view him in the agony of death, and hear his last prayer for 
his persecutors: Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do! 

“ When natural religion has viewed both, ask, Which is the Pro- 
phet of God? But her answer we have already had; when she 
saw part of this scene through the eyes of the centurion, who attend- 
ed at the cross: by him she spoke and said, T'ruly this man was 
the Son of God.” 


at i 


A HYMN, 
Sung on the late Fast-Day.—Altered from Steele. 


1. Lord, how shall wretched sinners dare 
Look up to thy divine abode ? 
Or offer their imperfeet prayer 
Before a just, a holy God ? 


2. Bright terrors guard thy awful seat, 
And dazzling glories veil thy face: 
Yet mercy calls us to thy feet, | 
Thy throne is still a throne of grace.’ ~- 


3. With all the boasted pomp of war, 
In vain we dare the hostile field; 
In vain, unless the Lord be there; 
Thine arm alone can be our shield. 
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A. Let past experience of thy care 
Support our hope, cur trust invite! 
Again attend our humble prayer! 
Again be mercy thy delight! 


5. Our arms succeed, our councils guide, 
Let thy right hand our cause maintain, 
Till war’s destructive rage subside, 
And peace resume her gentle reign. 


8, O when shall time the period bring 
When ragiog war shall waste no more; 
When peace shall stretch her balmy wing, 
From this fair coast, to India’s shore ? 


7. When shall the gospel’s healing ray, 
Kind source of amity divine! 
Spread o’er the world celestial day ? 
When shall the nations, Lord, be thine ? 


—P > a. 
SELECT SENTENCES. 


As far as man was driven by sin from the presence, perfections, and 
happiness of God: so far the soul of Christ was driven, when on the 
cross he exclaimed, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me !” 

The greatness and glory of that inheritance which is reserved in 
heaven for every true believer, and so often spoken of in the word 
of God, is not intended merely as a kind of spiritual dram, to spirit 
them on for the moment, but a lasting cordial to increase their constant 
devotedness to God. 





The Christian Monitor is printed for the Editor at the Printing 
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diffuse religious knonledge and Christian piety, will be thankfully 
received. 

N. B. Printing in all its branches neatly and correctly executec 
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